
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
WHAT IS THE READ‐A‐THON? 

The Longfellow Read-A-Thon is a school-wide, celebration of reading : 
Monday, January 13th‐Friday, January 24th 
 

This school-wide event is designed to improve skills and uncork a love of books through focused reading 
over a short duration, with a little old fashion competition sprinkled in!  We spotlight the power of 
reading by providing an opportunity for our community to focus on books and reading together. 

 

HOW DOES IT WORK? 
1. Students ask sponsors to support their reading by pledging a fixed amount OR a per minute amount.   
2. Our entire school community commits to reading together: Monday, January 13th‐Friday, January 24th 
3. Students track minutes on their Reading Log  
4. On January 17th – Students can win a prize for having one or more sponsors.   
5. Beginning January 25th, readers can start collecting their pledges (cash, checks, online option). 
6. February 4th  – Reading logs, pledge sheets & money due to English teachers. 

 
WHAT IS OUR SCHOOL‐WIDE GOAL? 
READING GOAL:  Our 2020 school-wide goal is to read a combined total of 250,000 

minutes. That’s a quarter of a million minutes! We can reach this goal if each student 

reads 45 minutes for each day of the Read-a-Thon.   

 

FUNDRAISING GOAL: We are looking for high participation.  We hope every student 

can get at least one sponsor!  Ideally, we would also like to raise $50 from each 

student. This money goes to help teachers with materials, field trips and books.  

Sponsors can include grandparents, friends, neighbors, Steph Curry, your dentist, your 

soccer coach, or even yourself! Ask for donations on your social network.   
 

WHAT ARE THE PRIZES?  (THIS IS THE REALLY IMPORTANT PART) 

 MOST MINUTES ‐ STUDENT: 1st and 2rd place winners at each grade level will receive gift certificates. 

 MOST MINUTES:  The English classroomswith the most minutes read all together will win a Popsicle party.   

 HIGHEST PARTICPATION RATE – GRADE: At each grade level the English classroom with the highest 

participation rate will win a pizza party. (Participation = turning in reading logs AND obtaining at least one 

pledge per/student.)  

 LET’S DO THIS! 
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WHAT KIND OF READING COUNTS?   
 
This counts…. 

 Assigned reading in class 

 Reading at home 

 Reading for homework 

 Reading to your dog 

 Being read to by your teacher, your parent, your 
sibling, your dog 

 Reading in bed, at breakfast, in the car 

 Reading the newspaper, the comics, an atlas… 

 Audio books 

 
This doesn’t count….. 

 Reading instead of doing homework 

 Reading after you’re supposed to be asleep 

 Reading websites or video games 

 Reading your sister’s diary 

 Reading instead of listening to your parents 

 Video games with words 

 

 

HOW DO I FILL OUT THE READING LOG?  (It’s easier than it looks!) 

Start by filling in the reader’s name, room number & teacher at the top of the form.  
 
Home Reading:  Use the Reading Log to record the time read at home each day.  Remember, reading 
for homework counts too!  For each fifteen minutes read, color in one section of a circle on that day’s 
line.  An adult must initial each day’s entry.  A completed entry might look like this:   

 

 
 

 
Help Our Teachers:  Please make it easy on our teachers to collect the 
Read-a-Thon forms and money.  Put forms and all money collected in 
an envelope with your full name and your teacher’s name on the 
outside before turning it in.   
 

HAVE A QUESTION or WANT TO VOLUNTEER? 
Have a question, need clarification, want to help?  Please contact Abby 
Paske apaske@gmail.com or Mr. Collins patrickcolins#berkeley.net 

  Thank you on behalf of the Longfellow PTA! 


